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We will have an amendment on the
Farmers Market Promotion Program,
trying to bring it to a level where it
can serve a majority of our people.

So, again, I ask for the support of the
membership on the rule, and I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me just close by again saying I
want to commend the work of the gen-
tleman from Texas (Chairman BONILLA)
and the gentlewoman from Ohio (Rank-
ing Member KAPTUR) for doing the best
they could with the low allocation. It
is not their fault they had a low alloca-
tion. The fault lies with the President
and the White House and the leadership
of this Congress.

I think that during this debate I
think we will hear a number of Mem-
bers question their sense of priorities
when, in fact, the need, especially in
this area of agriculture, is so great,
and yet we do not have the resources to
be able to address all those challenges.

They have done a good job with not a
lot of resources. They deserve to be
commended.

We have no problem with this rule,
and I would urge adoption of the rule,
and I also will vote for this bill and
hope that in conference that Members
will be able to get the allocation up to
a more reasonable level.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues support both the rule and
the underlying bill. I yield back the
balance of my time, and I move the
previous question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 47556 and that I may include
tabular material on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Geor-
gia?

There was no objection.

———

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 707 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4755.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
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consideration of the bill (H.R. 4755)
making appropriations for the Legisla-
tive Branch for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2005, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. LINDER in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. MORAN)
each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON).

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise today to present the Legisla-
tive branch appropriation bill for fiscal
yvear 2005 to the House for consider-
ation, and I want to start by thanking
not just the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. MORAN), my ranking member, but
I wanted to say thanks to all the sub-
committee staff who have worked hard
to make this bill possible: Liz Dawson,
who is our Chief Clerk; Chuck Turner,
our Staff Assistant; Kathy Rohan;
Celia Alvarado; Tom Forhan; Tim
Aiken; Bill Johnson; Heather McNatt;
and Jennifer Hing.

I wanted to say to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. MORAN), the rank-
ing member, that I have enjoyed work-
ing with him and working with all the
subcommittee members. We have put
together I think a good bill. We have
had a number of amendments, some
committee debate on it, and I think
the product is a better bill because of
that.

It is a bipartisan bill and somewhat
noncontroversial. I am not aware of
any angst that Members have; al-
though I know everybody would im-
prove it here or there, given the oppor-
tunity.

This bill actually funds the House of
Representatives and all the various
support agencies, including the Capitol
Hill Police, the Architect of the Cap-
itol, the Library of Congress, the Gov-
ernment Printing Office and the Gen-
eral Accounting Office.

The bill is $2.7 billion, which does not
include the Senate items; and tradi-
tionally we do not fill in the blanks for
the Senate. They do not fill in the
blanks for us.

The bill came in below the budget re-
quest and is basically flat, meaning
that the size of it is about the same as
what it was last year. It does, however,
provide for the current staffing levels.
It includes cost of living increases and
other increases here and there for in-
flationary reasons. There are no deduc-
tions in force, and yet we have kept
new initiatives off it and tried to defer
funding on certain projects.

Overall, the bill started out with a
request level of $3.1 billion, and we
were able to work that down to the $2.7
billion,

My colleagues may also recall that
the fiscal year 2004 bill was brought to
the floor with a decrease from the 2003
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levels. So the Subcommittee on Legis-
lative of the Committee on Appropria-
tions has done its best to practice fis-
cal restraint and try to keep the Presi-
dent’s goal in mind of a 1 percent in-
crease for nondefense and homeland se-
curity discretionary spending, and we
are actually below that.

There are a number of important
things in this bill, but what I might do
is I see some Members are here to
speak on it. At this point, I see the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. MORAN),
the ranking member, is here; and I will
give him an opportunity to speak.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON) has, in fact,
been fair. We have worked out an ap-
propriations bill that we can both live
with. So this should not take an inordi-
nate amount of time.

Mr. Chairman, as my colleagues
know, there is some disagreement over
the rule, and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. SHERMAN) I know will be
addressing a consideration of the rule,
but that was not a matter that was left
open to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. KINGSTON) or myself. It was an
amendment that might have been
added.

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
HoLT) has an amendment that he would
at least like to talk about, and I think
it has considerable merit, but there are
a lot of things that had considerable
merit that are not included within this
bill.

We had a very tight, tough 302(b) al-
location; and it was felt that the Con-
gress itself has to lead by example. Our
original requests were not realistic.
They would have increased spending in
this appropriations bill by more than
14 percent above last year’s spending
level; and some of the major parts of
this campus, the Capitol Police, the
Architect of the Capitol, et cetera, had
increases that were over 30 percent this
year over last year. So they were not
granted.

What we have before us is basically a
flat bill. It is actually a .1 percent cut
below last year’s level. It is probably
unprecedented. Maybe somebody is
going to find an appropriation bill that
was actually cut below the prior year,
but I am skeptical that there is such a
thing. I think all of us would have
liked more money for a number of com-
ponents of this bill, but it is respon-
sible, and, as far as I am concerned, it
is a fair bill. It covers in full, manda-
tory cost increases without resorting
to any layoffs or RIFs.

In terms of percentages, the Office of
the Attending Physician, who does a
great job, Dr. Eisold and his colleagues
are terrific and often called for in cri-
sis situations, they receive a 13.7 per-
cent increase, well justified, but the
Open World Leadership Program, which
I also think is well-justified, fared the
worst with a 50 percent cut.
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